
  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    
  

The excitement is building!  We are just a few weeks away from Election Day, and we 

can’t afford to be spectators on the sidelines.  Everyone….let’s mobilize our efforts to 

support Republican candidates from your local courthouse to the White House!  
 

Two important initiatives to secure a Republican Victory include:   

Phone banking, and Door knocking.     
 

I urge everyone, “GET OUT THE VOTE!”  Your involvement today can make a difference in the outcome  

of this election.  Thank you for your commitment and hard work in electing Republicans to office.   
 

                             God Bless America! 

                              Lana Soldat,  IFRW President 
 

P.S. Quick reminder—Mark your calendars for the 2024 IFRW Fall Conference on November 15-16.  The 

IFRW Executive Committee is working hard to finalize plans for a great conference!  More details are   

available in this newsletter and on our website:  www.ifrw.org 
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LANA SOLDAT 

I continue to be honored as your newly elected RNC National Committeewoman. 

I consider it a blessing to be involved with voluntary national devotional/prayer 

calls through the RNC and wanted to share with you a national leaders statewide    

devotional that takes place the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month. 
 

The devotional begins at 6 p.m. CT and is public for any of our faith believers 

who may want to join.  There is generally a special guest to lead the devotional. 
 

The call-in number and pass code is as follows:   

Call-in number: 866-253-8518  Passcode: 90241762# 
 

Please join me as we pray for our families, our state, our nation, its leaders,   

candidates, President Trump, JD Vance, Israel, and our world. 
 

Rhonda Belford 

Hardin County Chairman  

President Illinois Republican County Chairmen's Association 

12th Congressional District State Central Committeewoman 

RNC Committeewoman 

  AN INVITATION TO JOIN THE RNC PRAYER CALLS 

Rhonda Belford 

“This is the most important election  

in the history of our country.”  
 

“I AM YOUR VOICE. AMERICA FIRST! “ 
 

~ President Donald J. Trump 



THERE’S STILL TIME TO GET OUT THE VOTE! 

“MY FAITH VOTES” / www.writenow2024.org 

DID YOU KNOW? 1 in 3 Christians don’t vote consistently. This year, 25 million Christians 

won’t vote—unless we act. That’s why IFRW is partnering with “My Faith Votes 2024 Write 

Now” campaign. You can be part of a campaign that has proven to get out the Christian 

vote.  
 

The "Write Now" campaign is in full swing.  On the My Faith Votes website, there is a 

dropdown box on your dashboard to identify you as an IFRW member. Please make sure 

to select "Illinois IFRW" from that list. 
 

Start addressing envelopes and mailing your letters NOW! Deadline mailing date is October 25. 

Help “Get Out the Vote” in the key battleground states!  To participate, register at www.writenow2024.org. 

CLUB SPOTLIGHT 
“GETTING OUT THE VOTE” IN CARROLL COUNTY 

 

Joe McGraw, candidate for the 17th US Congressional District, walked in Savanna’s July 5th parade with 

Carroll County Republican Women and Carroll County GOP Central Committee. Joe is working diligently to 

make the 17th US Congressional seat RED!  

CLUB SPOTLIGHT 
UPPER NORTHWEST RW BUYS BABY ITEMS FOR VAC “FOOT LOCKER” 

UNIRW rallied to Veteran Assistance 

Commission Superintendent Linda 

Book’s request, “We need baby items!” 

Cindy Witt, Beckey Quiggle, Liz 

Carter, Linda Johnson, and Linda 

Dotson rose to the occasion. It didn’t 

take long to purchase a variety of baby 

clothes, diapers, and supplies. One 

member commented, “It was nice to buy 

baby clothes again! “ 

The Veteran’s Assistance Commission 

is a UNIRW “Caring for America”       

project. 

http://www.writenow2024.org/


CLUB SPOTLIGHT 
UPPER NORHWEST ILLINOIS RW AT LENA’S FALL FESTIVAL 

CLUB SPOTLIGHT 
VERMILLIAN COUNTY RW REMEMBERS 9/11/2001 

 

Vermillion County RW hosted a 9/11 event to honor first responders and our military. The 

event recognized and honored the countless lives affected by the events of that tragic 

morning twenty-three years ago on September 11, 2001. 

17th Congressional District candidate Joe McGraw took time from his busy schedule to stop by the UNIRW 

Patriotic Shoppe.  UNIRW also had two entries in the two-hour long parade. 



 

“Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee” (Psalm 119:11). 

There have been numerous times that I have found it extremely helpful to be able 

to call to mind various Scripture verses. It has prevented many mistakes. I highly 

recommend it! 
 

This is a really busy time for our local Peoria County GOP office. We see people 

we would not normally see during a non-election season and are using this        

opportunity to encourage membership in Peoria County Republican Women.  
 

Be sure to read the newsletters as they contain great information on activities, fundraising and membership 

ideas. We can be a great resource to each other! 

 

 

To lessen Caritina’s workload, Mary Sundermeyer  

(Peoria County RW) has been appointed as "Assistant Treasurer".  

 

Please send renewing or new membership information to: 
 

MARY SUNDERMEYER 

Assistant IFRW Treasurer 

 mscunder@aol.com  
 

cc: Caritina Mayer and Linda Hernandez, IFRW Membership Chair  

on your membership email correspondence.   . 

LINDA HERNANDEZ 

1ST V. PRESIDENT 

[Chaplain]  

2025 TLS Leadership Program  

                    IFRW CHAPLAIN CORNER 

       MEMBERSHIP TIP 

 MARY SUNDERMEYER APPOINTED AS ASSISTANT IFRW TREASURER 

 

CARITINA MAYER 

IFRW TREASURER 

ifrwtreasurercm@gmail.com  

The Lincoln Series Leadership Program Fellowship provides a unique experience for each participant, 

helping to inform and educate Fellows at all political levels.   
 

The curriculum begins with the basics of the structure of the Republican Party.  Each program, thereafter, 

expands on some aspect of what is learned in the first program with county government, followed by state 

and federal government, ethics, as well as campaign training, public speaking  and media relations.   
 

Each program is set up not only to educate and inform, but also to network with speakers, state and federal 

legislators, and government officials among others.  These exciting opportunities set the stage to learn 

more about the nuances of life in the political world, while creating and building lifelong mentoring relation-

ships to help our select Fellows reach their professional goals. The application is found on the organiza-

tion’s website at https://www.lincolnseries.com/ 
 

IFRW members have a unique opportunity to earn a scholarship for The Lincoln Series Leadership 

Program. For more information about the scholarship, please contact IFRW Scholarship Chair Jo Caulkins 

at jccaulkins@aol.com.  
 

                APPLICATIONS DUE OCTOBER 28 



EARLY VOTING HAS ALREADY BEGUN! 
 

Let's swamp the vote and vote early! Three reasons why you should vote 

early: 

 Conserve our Republican candidates' resources: By voting early,  

Republicans enable our candidates to focus their time and resources 

on persuading swing and undecided voters. 

 Reduce campaign outreach: Once you vote early, you should stop 

receiving campaign calls, texts, mailers, and visits from candidates or 

volunteers. 

 Enjoy voting flexibility: Early voting provides convenience for those 

with busy schedules, such as business travelers and people with 

long work hours, allowing you to vote at a time that works best for 

you. Plus, it helps you avoid unpredictable factors like bad weather, 

illness, or transportation issues by getting it done ahead of time. 

CLUB SPOTLIGHT 

Kankakee County RW in Herscher Labor Day Parade 

Illinois Republican Party Chair Kathy Salvi 

Encourages Republicans to... 

 

Club News and Photos Are 
Needed for IFRW Website & 

Newsletter 
 

Monthly photo submissions are needed     

for the IFRW Spotlight webpage and the 

monthly IFRW Today newsletter (NOTE: 

Club news can be submitted to NFRW Club 

Spotlight as well.)  

 

By your sharing club projects and activities, 

other clubs can incorporate your club’s     

ideas in their own communities. 
 

Be sure to include the CLUB NAME and a 

short description with the photo.  

 

Submit your articles and photos via:  

Email (rdlein@aol.com) 

Text (815-297-2918) 
 
   

DEBBIE LEININGER  

3RD VICE PRESIDENT  

[Bylaws Chair] 

[Communications Chair]  

 

 

Members of the Kankakee County Republican Central Committee participated in the September 2, 2024 

Herscher Labor Day parade. The group also included IFRW members, State Representative Jackie Haas, 

IFRW Secretary Beth Provost, Kankakee County Clerk Sandy Cianci, KCRW President Carol Webber, and 

KCRW Treasurer Trisha Cavender. 



Thank you, Sponsors & Patrons 
 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to become an 
 

IFRW Patron Member 
 

IFRW provides an avenue for women  

to influence policy, develop candidates, 

and elect leaders in Illinois. 
 

For more information and to donate... 

Log on to IFRW.org. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

 

2024 IFRW SPRING CONFERENCE SPONSORS 
 

John Ackerman - Tazewell County Clerk/Recorder 
U.S. Congressman Darin LaHood, 16th District 
State Representative Bill Hauter, 87th District 

Lana Soldat - IFRW President 
State Representative Travis Weaver, 93rd District 

State Representative Dennis Tipsword, 105th District 
State Senator Andrew Chesney, 45th District 

Aaron Del Mar - State Central Committee 
Greg Wilson - POGO Marketing 

Tazewell County Republican Women 
Macon County Republican Central Committee 

Kevin Johnson - Tazewell County State’s Attorney 
Jeff Lower - Tazewell County Sheriff 

 
 

2024 IFRW PATRONS 
 

Liz Bishop 
 Michelle Buckwalter-Schurman  

Sue Hamilton 
Robin Heffern (Vermilion County RW) 

 Linda Hernandez 
   Susan Jacobs  
 Susan Mantell 

Rep. Tony McCombie 
JoAnn Palmer  

 Jayne Lehman Raef 
Lana Soldat  

Jennifer Yborra  

The red donation button 

has been activated on our 

website.   

 

Go to https://ifrw.org/

donate/ to check it out!  

 

Encourage club members, associate members, 

elected officials, County GOP Central Committees, 

community businesses, and fellow Republicans     

to consider donating to IFRW ’s cause—educating   

and electing Republican Women to office! 
 

• Achievement Awards are available on the 

NFRW website (https://www.nfrw.org/drl-awards)  
 

• NFRW Faith Coalition Zoom Meeting: 2nd & 

4th Thursdays of each month, 8:00 p.m. EST. 
 

https://nfrw.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZEvcuitrDsoGtZ57jKbbDd0C7Ez0s99jRt5#/registration 

 
L to R:  IFRW President Lana Soldat, Lisa Smith - 

Candidate State Representative Dist. 96 & Jo Caulkins 

LISA SMITH CAMPAIGN EVENT 





Illinois Federation of Republican Women 

District 1: TBA: Cook 
 

District 2: TBA: McHenry, Lake, Kane, DuPage, DeKalb, York 
 

District 3: Carol Webber: Kendall, Will, LaSalle, Grundy, Kankakee 
 

District 4: Carolyn Wells: Boone, Bureau, Carroll, Mercer, Henry,   

Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle,  Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside, Winnebago 
 

District 5: Stefanie Tarr: Henderson, Warren, Tazewell, Knox, Stark, Peoria, 

Putnam, Marshall, Hancock, McDonough, Fulton, Woodford,  
 

District 6: Norma Truax: Livingston, Iroquois, McLean, Champaign,  

Vermilion, Ford, Douglas, Edgar, Coles, Cumberland, Clark 

District 7: Cindy Gleason: Adams, Schuyler, Mason, Logan, DeWitt, Brown, 

Cass, Menard, Macon, Piatt, Sangamon, Pike, Morgan, Scott, Christian, 

Moultrie, Shelby 
 

District 8: Melissa Waddell: Greene, Macoupin, Montgomery, Calhoun,  

Jersey,    Madison, Bond, Fayette, Effingham, Jasper, Clay, Crawford, 

Wayne, Lawrence, Saint Clair, Clinton, Marion, Edwards, Richland, Wabash 
 

District 9: Sue Hamilton: Monroe, Washington, Jefferson, Perry, Hamilton, 

White, Randolph, Jackson, Franklin, Williamson, Saline, Gallatin, Union, 

Johnson, Pope, Hardin, Alexander, Pulaski, Massac 
* Highlighted counties denote active local clubs 

DISTRICT DIRECTORS 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

President:  Lana Soldat 

1st Vice President:  Linda Hernandez 

2nd Vice President:  Diane Jordan 

3rd Vice President:  Debbie Leininger 

4th Vice President:  Jennifer Yborra 

Secretary:   Beth Provost 

Treasurer:  Caritina Mayer  

Immediate Past President: Jayne Lehman Raef  

 
   

   

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

Bylaws:  Debbie Leininger 

Campaign & Political Activities:  Diane Bradbury 

Fundraising:  Jennifer Yborra 

Legislation:  Linda Johnson 

Membership:  Linda Hernandez 

Public Relations:  Debbie Leininger 
 

 

APPOINTED POSITIONS 
 

Chaplain:  Linda Hernandez 

Proxy Chair:  Diane Bradbury 

Parliamentarian: Susan Wynn Bence 

Assistant Treasurer: Mary Sundermeyer 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

Achievement Awards:  Karen Funk 

Americanism:  Rachael Crandall 

Armed Services:  Amy Buss 

Budget:  Robin McConnel 

Caring for America:  Lori Owen  

Hospitality:  Diane Bradbury 

Literacy / MELP:  Kathleen Glaze 

Scholarship:  Jo Caulkins 

Database Management:  

Karen Funk & Mary Sundermeyer 

Youth Outreach: Angela Shippert 

LOCAL CLUBS & PRESIDENTS 
Bureau County Republican Women 

(Bureau County) 

Club President:  Sue Pratt 

Email:  sepratt126@gmail.com 
 

Carroll County Republican Women 

(Carroll County) 

Club President: Patricia Anne Hiher 

Email: phihger59@yahoo.com 
 

Chicago Republican Women’s Network 

(Chicago Region) 

Club President:  Katheryn Gallanis Matern 

Email: kathygmatern@icloud.com 
 

Crawford County Republican Women 

(Crawford County) 

Club President: Rikki Callaway 

Email:  callaway8220@gmail.com  
 

Iroquois Republican Women’s Club 

(Iroquois County) 

Club President: Jamie Bakken 

Email:  jamie@whporadio.com  
 

Kankakee County Republican Women 

(Kankakee County) 

President:  Carol Webber 

Email: cwebber@retiree.kcc.edu  
 

Logan County Republican Women 

(Logan County) 

Club President: Elizabeth Davis-Kavelman 

Email: bethkavelman@gmail.com 

Macon County Republican Women 

(Macon County) 

Club President:  Jennifer Yborra 

Email: jayborra@comcast.net 
 

Northern Illinois Republican Women 

(Winnebago County) 

Club President: Carolyn Wells 

Email:  carolyndesiah@gmail.com 
 

Peoria County Republican Women 

(Peoria County) 

Club President: Stefanie Tarr 

Email: stefanietarr2017@gmail.com 
 

Champaign County Republican Women 

(Champaign County) 

Club President:  Dr. Susan Mantell 

Email: doc@cfvh.org 
 

Marion County Republican Women 

(Marion County) 

Club President: Janet Carter Sullens 

Email:  janetcartersullens@yahoo.com 
 

Rock Island County Republican Women 

(Rock Island County) 

Club President:  Roxanne Croegaert 

Email:  rcroegaert@gmail.com 
 

St. Clair County Republican Women 

(St. Clair County) 

Club President: Mary Thurman 

Email:  mompower49@hotmail.com 

Sauk Vally Republican Women 

(Lee & Whiteside Counties) 

President:  Rachel Crandall 

Email:  rcrandall01@gmail.com    
  

Tazewell County Republican Women 

(Tazewell County) 

President: Diane Jordan 

Email:  dkjordan20@gmail.com 
 

Upper Northwest Illinois Republican Women 

(Stephenson & Jo Daviess Counties) 

President:  Debbie Leininger 

Email: rdlein@aol.com 
 

Vermilion County Republican Women 

(Vermilion County) 

President: Robyn Heffren 

Email:  robynheffern@yahoo.com 
 

Williamson County Republican Women 

(Williamson County) 

President:  Sue Hamilton 

Email:  jshamilton02@gmail.com 

 

York Township Republican Women Org.        

(DuPage County) 

President:  Deanna Wilkins 

Email:  deanna@wilkinsconstruction.com 

 

LEADERSHIP 
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